this suffered Our Lord Jesus Christ for man when
they spat in His face. Furthermore, for as much,
then, as the wretched body of man is rebel both to
reason and to sensuality, therefore is it worthy of
death. And this Our Lord Jesus Christ suffered for
man upon the cross, where there was no part of His
body free from great pain and bitter passion. And all
this Jesus Christ suffered, Who never did any wrong.
And therefore it may be reasonably said of Jesus
thus: "Too much am I tortured for things the pun-
ishment of which I do not deserve, and too much
disgraced for shame that belongs to man." And there-
fore may the sinful man well say, as says Saint Ber-
nard: "Accursed be the bitterness of my sin, for
which there must be suffered so much bitterness."
For truly, according to the diverse discordances of
our wickedness, was the passion of Jesus Christ or-
dained in divers ways, as thus. Certainly sinful man's
soul is betrayed unto the Devil by covetousness of
' temporal prosperity, and scorned by deceit when he
chooses carnal delights; and it is tormented by im-
patience under adversity, and spat upon by servitude
and subjection to sin; and at the last it is slain for
ever. For this confusion by sinful man was Jesus
Christ first betrayed and afterwards bound, Who
came to loose us from sin and pain. Then was He
scorned, Who should have been only honoured in all
things. Then was His face, which all mankind ought
to have desired to look upon, since into that face
angels desire to look, villainously spat upon. Then
was He scourged, Who had done nothing wrong; and
finally, then was He crucified and slain. So was ac-
complished the word of Isaiah: "He was wounded for
our misdeeds and defiled for our felonies.*' Now,
since Jesus Christ took upon Himself the punishment
for all our wickedness, mucji ought sinful man to
weep and to bewail that for his sins the Son of God
in Heaven should endure all this pain.

The sixth thing that ought to move a man to con-
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